Second, even those who cite biblical war- 
rants detach these concepts from Scrip- 
ture. For example, many of the authors 
cite the notion of imago dei, immediately 
drawing the conclusion from one line in 
Genesis that either humans are thus cre- 
ated by God as unique and individuai or 
that, because God is creative, it is human 
But it is 


methodologically deficient to draw con- 


nature to likewise be creative 


clusions from a single scriptural verse. If 
biblical warrants are going to be invoked, 
they must be fleshed out. Third, one can 
not draw adequate theological conclu- 
sions from one or two biblical concepts 
As in science, to practice the discipline 
well, one must deal with all the data; one 
cannot simply select the data that best 
support one’s conclusions and ignore the 
Thus, the notion of the imago di 


x 


rest 
must be related to, and interpreted in 
light of, other central theological concepts 
and communal practices—for example 
sin, discipleship, prophetic justice, for 


giveness, the people of Israel, and the 


Christian ecclesia 
The only essay that embodies this sort 
of methodological rigor, and the only 
one that offers anything new and in- 
sightful, is “Cloning the Human Body” 
by Stanley Hauerwas and Joel Shuman 
In characteristic form, Hauerwas and 
Shuman change the question, claiming 
the question for us is not whether clon- 
ing is a good or a bad thing....‘Cloning 
is not a new thing for Christians....but 
whose body, exactly, should we be non- 
sexually reproducing? For Christians 
have for nearly two thousand years been 
about the business of nonsexually re- 
producing the one body that matters 
most, and indeed the only one that must 
be reproduced in pursuit of the human 
good, and that is Christ’s body.” Hauer- 
was and Shuman’s argument unfolds 
scripturally (working primarily from the 
New Testament rather than Genesis, as 
would befit a Christian analysis), un- 
packing the concept of the human body 


through a Pauline interpretation of bap- 


tism. The authors resist the modern ten- 
dency to make Pauline language “’mere’ 
metaphor” and hold that baptism 
changes one’s embodiment such that, 
for Christ ans, one’s primary identity no 
longer res. les in one’s genes and genes 
no longer determine one’s destiny. In a 
move that would resonate with Rifkin, 
the authors suggest that practices like 
baptism commit Christians to certain re- 
alities, in this case regarding the body, 
which in turn affect how we live out our 
relationship with others, with nature, 
and with God. 

The books by Kolata and Rifkin are 
informative, accessible, thought-provok- 
ing, and enjoyable to read. Those inter- 
ested in theological analysis must, unfor- 
tunately, await future publications. 
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